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2020 Volunteers of the Year

Red Ribbon Week

Faith and Blue

Police Appreciation

Volunteers are valued members of our 
APD family. They give their time and 
energy completing all types of tasks, so 
that our officers can spend less time in 
the office and more time responding to 
calls. They are extra sets of eyes and 
ears out in the community, and they 
serve as goodwill ambassadors for the 
department.

Each year, we like to take time to rec-
ognize their efforts at an annual awards 
banquet. But, because of the pandemic, 
we weren't able to do that this year.

Instead, we put together video to  
celebrate them. Meet our 2020 Volun-
teers of the Year and learn more about 
volunteer opportunities at APD.

And if you're interested in volunteering 
with APD, click here for more details.

In October, the South District was graciously invited 
to participate in Koinonia Church’s Stem Academy’s 
celebration of Red Ribbon Week. 

Red Ribbon Week is an alcohol, tobacco, and drug 
violence prevention awareness campaign observed 
annually in October. It began as a tribute to fallen 
DEA Special Agent Enrique Camarena in 1985. Red 
Ribbon Week is the nation’s largest and longest- 
running drug awareness and prevention program. 

This celebration was an amazing opportunity to 
meet some fantastic students and educators that are 
passionate about learning and teaching. They were 
some of the most respectful, engaged, and curious 
students officers have had the opportunity to meet. 
Participants asked many thought provoking questions 
and were inspiring. 

It created a sense of pride knowing that these  
students will be the future community leaders of 
Arlington. 

Despite COVID-19 and other events happening 
throughout the country, we are constantly looking for 
ways to engage and build relationships with our com-
munity. A new initiative, Faith and Blue, presented the 
perfect opportunity for this effort. 

Faith and Blue is an initiative focused on building a 
community out of mutual respect and understanding, 
and reinforcing the relationships that have already 
been built between citizens and police. We want our 
community to work with us and thrive. By bringing the 
police department and houses of worship together, 
we can achieve this.

Arlington’s Faith and Blue event was held at Destiny 
Pointe Christian Center in October. The event was an 
open forum and discussion where citizens could ask 
questions and interact with the panel of faith leaders, 
residents, and officers. 

On October 12, the West District was fortunate to have representa-
tives from the New Horizon Sunday School Class of Trinity United 
Methodist Church deliver many goodie bags to show their appre-
ciation for the officers who work out of this station. The bags were 
filled with bottled water, pens, cookies, and various snacks. A letter 
of encouragement was also included with the treats to let officers 
know how much the community supports them. There were more 
than enough bags for every officer in the West District to grab one 
before they headed out on patrol.

Acts of kindness like this are greatly appreciated by all of our 
officers and have a tremendous impact on their morale and mental 
well-being. Many times, when officers are called to a location, it is 
not under the best of circumstances. These can be very stressful 
times for officers and citizens, so it is appreciated when the  
community shows their support.

Thank you!

APD's East Foot Patrol Unit partnered with Mission Arlington, Seasons of Change, the Salvation Army, and other commu-
nity members to provide brunch, haircuts, and care packages for homeless individuals within our community in November. 
Attendees were also able to apply for housing while attending.
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View the Inside APD 2020 Volunteers of the Year Video here.

Pastor Renee Fowler of Destiny Pointe moderated. The panel consisted 
of Deputy Chief Kyle Dishko; Lieutenant Kimberly Harris; Sgt. Johnny Mc-
Gee; Celia Ridley who is a retired Dallas Police Department detective, an 
Arlington resident, and a member of Destiny Pointe; and Denise Wolford, 
an Arlington resident and the CEO/Founder of All Women Marching for 
Hope, an organization to end domestic violence. 

Community members, including youth, asked the panel many excellent 
questions focused on policing, community programs, mental health, do-
mestic violence, and community engagement.

The second half of the event was an officer meet-and-greet and vehicle 
display. Attendees were able to look at patrol vehicles, PSA trucks, a Cit-
izens on Patrol Mobile vehicle, Foot Patrol bikes, and SWAT's “BearCat.” 
They were also able to speak to and meet officers on a more informal 
level. 

We Care a Brunch!
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